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CHRIS AND SANDRA TRETICK
Diesel Duck 462 Moken
Currently lying in Subic Bay, Philippines

LOA: 48 feet, 5 inches • BEAM: 14 feet, 10 inches • POWER: single 
150-hp John Deere 4045TFM diesel • SPEED: 6.5 knots cruise • 
RANGE: 6,825 nautical miles at 6.5 knots • TANKAGE: 2,000 gallons 
fuel, 250 gallons water • CONTACT: Seahorse Marine, Zhuhai, China, 
+86 (756) 550-1060. seahorseyachts.com

What was your introduction to boating, and what is 
your boating history? We both grew up on the West 
Coast of British Columbia, and we’re avid divers, so 
we’ve been in and around boats our whole lives. 
Before buying this boat, our biggest was a 26-foot 
Glen-L Hercules trawler, and we’ve also owned 
small runabouts and an aluminum landing craft. 
We volunteered with the Canadian Coast Guard 
Auxiliary (now Royal Canadian Marine Search 
and Rescue), which gave us great training, on-
water experience and simulator time related to 
boat handling, seamanship, search and rescue, 
and first aid.

What are some challenges of long-distance 
passagemaking? For us, the combination of 
wind and swell has been the big issue. The 
northeast monsoon winds in the Philippines 
can be relentless, and many passages in the 
areas we like to cruise are exposed to swell 
coming from the west or northwest, making for 
some messy seas and uncomfortable crossings. 
Waiting for better conditions usually means we 
have to deal with wet dinghy rides to shore, 
bumpy anchorages and tedium.

Which of your seamanship skills have im-
proved the most? All of our seamanship skills 
have improved over the last five years, but 
we are now much better at docking, grabbing 
moorings and anchoring. Docking a heavy 
steel boat with a full keel and a single engine 
can be challenging and stressful if the wind 
isn’t cooperating. We try to practice dock-
ing without relying on the bow thruster, just 
in case it doesn’t work one day when we         
really need it. We have a large triple hook on 
a length of line that makes it fairly straight-
forward to grab moorings.

What type of modifications/special gear/
systems/equipment did you have to in-
stall to prepare your boat for this type of 
voyaging? When we bought our Diesel 
Duck, it came with a lot of necessary equip-
ment for offshore passagemaking, from 
the Northern Lights generator and the                                              
Village Marine watermaker, to the ICOM 
IC-M802 HF marine transceiver. Most 
of our modifications since then have ad-
dressed three main areas: increasing power 

generation, reducing power usage and building redundancy.  
We added four solar panels that generate 800 watts with an Outback 
controller, and an Eclectic Energy D-400 wind generator. We’ve 
swapped halogen lights to LED and switched out an AC refrigera-

tor with two Isotherm DC fridges. We installed a second depth 
sounder and VHF radio, upgraded our two Victron 

inverters and have multiple navigation charts and 
plotters from which to choose. Other changes 

have focused on security, safety, comfort, ease 
of use and diving. 

We also installed a Viking RescYou self-
righting life raft, a FLIR infrared and 
thermal camera to make night passages 
safer, an alarm and light system to deter 
unwelcome boardings, a man-overboard 
pole with a strobe and halogen fire ex-
tinguishers. We replaced our tender 
with a Bullfrog utility tender and added 

a dive compressor and a dive hookah sys-
tem to make for easier hull cleaning.

JENNIFER AND MARK ULLMANN
Nordhavn 46 Starlet 
Currently lying in the Society Islands, French Polynesia

LOA: 45 feet, 9 inches • BEAM:  15 feet, 5 
inches • POWER: 105-hp Lugger L668 diesel • 
SPEED:  8 knots cruise • RANGE: 1,800 nauti-
cal miles at  8 knots • TANKAGE: 1,000 gallons 
fuel, 280 gallons water • CONTACT: Pacific 
Asian Enterprises, Dana Point, California, (949) 
496-4848. nordhavn.com

What was your introduction to boating, 
and what is your boating history? Prior to 
Starlet we owned a 24-foot powerboat for 
diving. She was a Chaparral named Easy 
Diver. We’ve taken several weeklong live-
aboard dive trips and chartered a Mainship 
trawler to explore the Exumas. Both of us 
have spent time on sailboats. My husband, 
Mark, eventually got his captain’s license, 
and I took a Power Squadrons course.

How did you get into long-distance  
passagemaking? What was the inspira-
tion behind your decision? A bad day at 
work was the inspiration. We love to travel 
and realized that many of the places we 
wanted to see could be reached by a boat. 
Both of us love the water and are scuba 
divers, so it seemed like an economical 
way to see the world.

What was the first voyage where you 
pushed the limits, distancewise? We worked 
up to it slowly. First, we did an overnight 
from Fort Pierce to Jacksonville, Florida. 
Next we did a two-night trip from Jekyll 
Island, Georgia, to Beaufort, North Carolina. 
We also made some four-night trips from 
Hampton, Virginia, to Jacksonville, and an-
other from the Bahamas to the Dominican 
Republic. By the time we made a six-day trip 
from Florida to Bermuda, we thought we 
were ready for an 11-day trip to the Azores. 
Our longest passage was from the Galapagos 

to the Marquesas in French Polynesia, which 
took 20 days.

What can you tell us about your best 
cruising moment? We have so many. Sitting 
in the Azores at 10 p.m. after 11 days and 
nights at sea and realizing that we really did 
it. We always wanted to visit Italy, so walk-
ing around Sardinia for the first time felt ex-
hilarating. A week in Santorini, Greece, was 
very memorable. We loved all 43 islands, 
but sunsets in Santorini are extra special — 
it is a nightly event.

Where have you’ve traveled under power? 
Bahamas, Florida to Maine, Dominican 
Republic, U.S. Virgin Islands, British Virgin 
Islands, Bermuda, Azores, Portugal, Gibraltar, 
Morocco, Spain, Baleric Islands, Sardinia,    
Sicily, Malta, Albania, Greece, Montenegro, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, Turkey, Cape 
Verde Islands, Panama, Galapagos, French 
Polynesia and more.

“Do your research. Check out lots of boats.  
Walk the docks at marinas to look at how different boats 

are set up for cruising. Join groups, such as the Bluewater 
Cruising Association and Seven Seas Cruising Association. 

Go to boat shows and events such as TrawlerFest.  
Take some courses. Check out some of the many Facebook 

groups dedicated to sailing and cruising in the regions  
you plan to go. Ask lots of questions.”

— Chris and Sandra Tretick

JOEL AND  
DOMINIQUE MARC
Selene 66 Jade
Currently lying in  
Kodiak, Alaska
LOA: 71 feet, 5 inches • BEAM: 18 feet, 8 inches 
• POWER: single 525-hp John Deere 6125AFM 
diesel • SPEED: 7 knots cruise • RANGE: 6,500 
nautical miles at 7 knots • TANKAGE: 3,200 gal-
lons fuel, 600 gallons water, 250 gallons waste • 
CONTACT: Jet Tern Marine, Zhuhai City, China, 
+86 (756) 772-5339. seleneoceanyachts.com

Where have you traveled under power? 
We’ve cruised around New Zealand; to       
Kamchatka, Russia; and then to Kodiak Island, 
Alaska. Fjordland and Steward Island in New 
Zealand were highlights.

What type of modifications/special gear/
systems/equipment did you have to install to 
prepare your boat for this type of voyaging? 
Improvements include upgrading the windlass, 
anchor chain and ground tackle, installing 14 
solar panels for recharging the batteries and 
adding a dishwashing machine, compactor, mi-
crowave, deep freezer, stove, etc. A watermak-
er is a critical piece of gear on any long-distance 
boat, so we installed a Spectra (60l/h) 24-volt 
watermaker. We run it as soon as we move, or 
even at anchor on sunny days. Our tanks are 
always full of fresh water. We changed most 
of the bilge and gray water pumps for higher-
capacity membrane pumps.

What are your future cruising plans? To ex-
plore Alaska even deeper — it is so beautiful! 
Then we’ll head down to Seattle and on to the 
Sea of Cortez before heading back home via 
the Marquesas or Hawaii. Better yet, we’d like 
to go through the Panama Canal, up the U.S. 
East Coast to Greenland and then to Europe 
via Iceland and Norway. 


